Session 1: Raising Kids to Extraordinary Faith
Key Verse
Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you (Matt. 28:19-20, niv).
Getting Started
Share your name, children’s names and ages, ministry role if applicable.

Getting Deeper

What is my responsibility in helping children follow Jesus? _______________________
______________________________________________________________________
What are three ways that I can help you disciple children within my influence and/or responsibility? __________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Write a job description for parents or ministry workers using the appropriate scriptures: 
For parents:
Deuteronomy __________________________________________________________

Genesis 18:18-1 ________________________________________________________

Deuteronomy 11:18-21___________________________________________________

For ministry workers: 

Colossians 1:28 ________________________________________________________

Colossians 3:___________________________________________________________

2 Timothy 1:13-14_______________________________________________________ 

Getting Serious
Dear God, help me as a __________________ to go and make disciples of ________________ in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything _________________ commanded _________. Amen.
For Next Week:

Pray Matt. 28:19-20 every day.

Read Chapter 1 and answer the questions at the end of the chapter.
Bring pictures of the children you parent or teach.
Session 2: Where Discipleship Begins

Key Verse
Teach . . . your children . . . when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up (Deut. 11:19, niv).
Getting Started
How do parents expect the church to commit to the spiritual development of their children?
How do ministry workers expect parents to commit to the spiritual development of their children?  
Getting Deeper
Read Mark 5:1-20

How did Jesus demonstrate His priority about the family? ________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
A disciple is ___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
Getting Serious
Rate yourself according to each of the following ways to be a disciple-maker with the children in your influence.  1=doing well
2=making progress
3=needs improvement
	Goal
	1
	2
	3

	Live a daily commitment to Jesus.  
	
	
	

	Model what it means to follow Jesus.
	
	
	

	Tell the story.
	
	
	

	Spend time one-on-one.
	
	
	

	Read and discuss God’s Word together.  
	
	
	

	Pray together.  
	
	
	

	Encourage questions.  
	
	
	

	Celebrate growth.
	
	
	


 1 = doing well

2 = making progress

3 = needs improvement
This week I will _________________________________________________________

For Next Week

Read Chapter 2 and answer the questions at the end of the chapter.

Session 3: Hearing Jesus Call

Key Verse 

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said (Matt. 4:19, niv).
Getting Started

How did you hear Jesus call you to follow Him?

What/who were important in making you ready to hear and respond to Jesus’ invitation?
Getting Deeper

How can we become Elis in the lives of our children? __________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

What are some creative ideas for sharing the story of Jesus at Christmas and Easter?

Christmas
Easter

_______________________________
________________________________

_______________________________
________________________________

Complete the outline of the simple salvation presentation (pp. 34, 36).  

A_______________ Scripture ____________________________________________

B _______________ Scripture ____________________________________________

C _______________ Scripture ____________________________________________

Getting Serious
How does 1 Pet. 3:15 apply to parents and ministry workers? _____________________
______________________________________________________________________
What commitment do you need to make to fulfill 1 Pet. 3:15? Check all that apply.

· Memorize the ABC plan with scriptures.

· Place copies of the ABC outline in key places where it will be available.

· Pray about when I should share the presentation with my children.

· Practice the presentation regularly so that I will be ready to share it.

· Download my own copy of the Leader’s Guide companion to “My Best Friend.”

· Order my own “So . . . You Want to Follow Jesus” packet and review it regularly.

· Talk with ministry staff about how to make salvation presentations regularly.
· Plan how to offer follow up to support children’s decisions to follow Jesus.

For Next Week
Memorize the ABC plan with scriptures to share with one person.
Read Chapter 3 and answer the questions at the end of the chapter.
Session 4: Affirming Faith
Key Verse
Now that faith has come . . . (Gal. 3:25, niv).
Getting Started

How did your family celebrate special achievements when you were growing up?

How do you celebrate special achievements in the lives of your children?

Getting Deeper

What does it mean to affirm? How is affirming different from rewarding? ____________
______________________________________________________________________

What are three ways we can respond to new decisions to follow Christ? ____________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
What is a spiritual conversation? ___________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

Getting Serious
My group’s focus was ___________________________________________________

Our ideas:

Ⓟ for ideas that apply to parents
! for ideas to use immediately
Ⓜ for ideas that apply to ministry workers
( for ideas that need more research
My goal is_____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
For Next week
Read Chapter 4 and answer the questions at the end of the chapter.
Download Leader’s Guides
www.wordaction.com/go/BBSKIDS
www.wordaction.com/go/BAPTISM
www.wordaction.com/go/COMMUNION
Consider listening to a parent share how she had a spiritual conversation with her child: www.leestrobel.com/videos/Helping/CCNT1210.htm >
Session 5: Following To Obey

Key Verse
If you love me, you will obey what I command (John 14:15, niv).
Getting Started

What is the most challenging part about teaching obedience to children? 

How does God teach obedience?

Getting Deeper

How do setting boundaries and teaching obedience go together? __________________
______________________________________________________________________
What happens if you expect obedience without communicating boundaries? _________

______________________________________________________________________
How can we teach the Ten Commandments to our children? _____________________
_____________________________________________________________________
What are some Bible stories that teach obedience and/or overcoming temptation? ____
______________________________________________________________________
Getting Serious

Y = yes

N = No

? = I don’t know
Y  N  ?

( ( ( 
Do my children understand that Jesus loves them so much that He protects them with rules and boundaries?

( ( ( 
Do my children understand the connection between loving Jesus and obeying Him?

( ( ( 
Do my children demonstrate that they know how to obey Jesus in simple ways?

( ( ( 
Do my children understand that a decision to follow Jesus is a commitment to obey Him?

( ( ( 
Do my children want to grow a desire to obey Jesus?

( ( ( 
Do my children understand that some things only happen because of obedience?

For Next Week:

Read Chapter 5 and answer the questions at the end.

Choose one of the following to complete:
Use one of the Ten Commandment ideas in your family/class.

Use one of the temptation busters with a child who needs it.

Set an obedience goal by starting with scripture and collecting ways to obey it.

Share how obeying Jesus made a difference nothing else could have made.

Session 6: Making Prayer a Life Skill

Key Verse
They devoted themselves . . . to prayer (Acts 2:42, niv).
Getting Started

Answer one of the following questions:
What is the most significant answer to prayer you have received and what did it teach you about prayer?
Do you have a convicting or humorous story to share about a child’s prayers?  
What is the childlike characteristic God wants us to reproduce when we pray?
Getting Deeper

How does this question challenge you: If the child I want to influence reproduces my prayer life, will it reproduce what Jesus wants? ________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

How can I model these prayer principles to my children?

You can talk to God anytime.
You can talk to God anywhere.  

You can talk to God about anything.

P - ___________________________________________________________________

A - ___________________________________________________________________

C - ___________________________________________________________________

T - ___________________________________________________________________

Ideas for teaching prayer to children ages _____________________:
Getting Serious

Because of today’s session, I know I need prayer about _________________________

______________________________________________________________________
For Next Week

Read the first half of Chapter 6 (pp. 103-111) and answer the questions at the end of the chapter.
Try one prayer idea in your family or class and report the results.
Bring a Bible story book you have used successfully with your family or class
Session 7: How to Read and Study the Bible, Part 1

Key Verse
The unfolding of your words gives light (Ps. 119:130, niv).
Getting Started
What do you remember about your first Bible? Who gave it to you and when? How did you feel about it?

Getting Deeper
How can we interest our children in reading the Bible for themselves?


Non-reader ideas
Reader ideas
_________________________________
________________________________
_________________________________
________________________________

Add sequencing numbers to the brainstorm list. I.e., which ideas should come first, second, etc.?

What transitional idea would you like to use at home or in a classroom? ____________

______________________________________________________________________
Getting Serious

How am I doing helping children within my influence to want to read (or hear) the Bible?  

Circle a number on a scale of 1-10. (1 = my children are excited about the Bible; 10 = my children are ho-hum about the Bible at best.)
1             2             3             4             5             6             7             8        _    9            10

To improve this number, check anything you will do this week:

(  I can read my Bible so that my children see me using the Bible for my life.
(  I will make sure my children have engaging Bible story books available.

(  I will provide pre-reader Bible story books for beginning readers.
(  I will make sure each child has his or her own Bible.

(  I will find a way to share with children what I learned from the Bible this week.

(  I will look for ways to keep the Bible visible in our family/class.
For Next Week

Review the first half of Chapter 6 (pp. 103-111).
Read the last half of Chapter 6 (pp. 111-122) and answer the questions at the end of the chapter.
Inventory Bibles and Bible story books from home/class and make a “want” list.
Session 8: How to Read and Study the Bible, Part 2

Key Verse
The unfolding of your words gives light (Ps. 119:130, niv).
Getting Started
What did you try last week in your family or class?  

What new goal did you make progress toward?
Getting Deeper

Look at the Bible Skills sidebar on page 108. How can you teach these skills to the children you influence? ___________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Which Bible version do I use with children? ___________________________________

Is there another version I would like to investigate? _____________________________
Which study method am I interested in using with my children? ___________________

What are some ideas I can use with children who have learning disabilities or short attention spans? ________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

What Bible study resources do I need to add to my home/class library? _____________

______________________________________________________________________
Getting Serious
If the main goal of Bible study is to grow independent spiritual learners, how will I know if I am accomplishing this goal? ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
My Prayer

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Next Week

Read Chapter 7 and answer the questions at the end of the chapter.

Use the Bible study method you did not experiment with on a passage of your choice.  
Make a decision about which study method is best to introduce to your children/class.

Try a new way to use the Bible, a Bible story, or a verse in your family/class this week.
Session 9: Discovering the Joy of Giving God All

Key Verse
Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others (1 Pet. 4:10, niv).
Getting Started

Do you remember being excited about having money to give in the offering?

What affects that excitement as we grow older?  
Getting Deeper

What is the definition of stewardship? _______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
What are the advantages of teaching children to be stewards? ___________________

______________________________________________________________________
Review the key principles of stewardship from pages 125-126.  
· Everything I have belonged to ______________________.
· God is _________________________ with His resources.
· God asks us to ______________________ of everything He has made.

· God asks that we __________________ to Him _________________.

My discussion group: ____________________________________________________

Ideas I want to remember _________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
Getting Serious

One new understanding __________________________________________________ 
One way to increase my giving _____________________________________________

One principle I can teach this week _________________________________________

For Next Week

Complete the interest survey with your family if you have not done so. (Number 1 on p. 141.)

Meet with your family and decide on one ministry project you could do together.

Address tithing, either personally or with your family/class.
Read Chapter 8 and look at the questions at the end.

Session 10: Helping Children Take Their Places in the Faith Community

Key Verse
Work at telling others the Good News, and fully carry out the ministry God has given you (2 Tim. 4:5, nlt).
Getting Started

What do you like about family reunions, whether they are formally organized gatherings or smaller events? 
Getting Deeper

My discussion group: ____________________________________________________
Our ideas:

What are the questions to use with the Sunday search on page 152? ______________
______________________________________________________________________ 

What follow up questions should we use when a child participates in a ministry activity?
______________________________________________________________________

What is an example of a faith project as explained on pages 158-159? _____________

______________________________________________________________________
How could I use the 4-step plan from So . . . You Want to Share Jesus? Leader’s Guide? _______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
Getting Serious

I will help the children I parent/teach to understand and appreciate their place in the 
community of faith by ____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
Next Week

Work on the commitment you wrote down.

Review resources from the Appendix and Notes. 
Session 11: Reviewing Resources
Key Verse  
Continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, 


because you 
know those from whom you learned it.  2 Timothy 3:14, NIV
Resource Review 
Title 1 ________________________________________________________________

Ways I could use this resource _____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

What I liked
What I didn’t like

________________________________
________________________________

________________________________
________________________________

Title 2 ________________________________________________________________

Ways I could use this resource _____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

What I liked
What I didn’t like

________________________________
________________________________

________________________________
________________________________

Other Resources I want to add to my library __________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
For Next Week
Read Chapter 9.
Be ready to take the Disciple-Maker’s Test.
Session 12: Building an Accountability Plan
Key Verse
[They] gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught (Mark 6:30, niv).
Getting Started

How did Jesus make disciples out of the diverse group He called? 

Getting  Deeper

What is my score on the Disiciple-Maker’s Test? _______________________________
Define accountability _____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
Accountability Contract for:
____ Parents
____ Ministry Workers
My primary accountability is to _______________________  

My secondary accountability is to _____________________

Ways to encourage my accountability (may include meetings, check lists, a prayer partner, journaling, etc.): __________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
What partnership activities will I commit to? Check all that apply.

(  
Participate in regular parent-teacher conversations about the spiritual growth of the children within my influence.


( 
Find ways to support parents/ministry workers with volunteering or resourcing.

(
Help set up a lending library for discipleship resources.


(
Participate in ongoing research for resources that will help parents/ministry workers.


(
Prepare written information about discipleship ideas and resources for parents, at least annually.


(
Serve on a discipleship task force to address ideas from this special class. 

(
Volunteer to mentor another family.

(
Other: _________________________________________________________
For Next Week

Review Chapter 9

